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FOR AND AGAINST PEACE 


IN CHINA 





ITHIN the past week, both the 

British and American Governments 
have made important statements indicat- 
ing their readiness to make far reaching 
changes in their treaty relations with 
China. Particularly significant in this 
connection, is the fact that both Govern- 
ments are now definitely on record as 
ready to negotiate with Chinese represen- 
tatives independently of action by other 
Powers. The British have started nego- 


" tiations with both the Peking and the Na- 


tionalist authorities. 


Secretary of State Kellogg, January 26, 
declared that “The Government of the 
United States is ready now to continue ne- 
gotiations on the entire subject of the tar- 
iff and extraterritoriality, or to take up 
negotiations on behalf of the United 
States alone.” [Italics ours.] 


On January 29, Sir Austen Chamber- 
lain, British Secretary of State for For- 
eign Affairs, gave the new British atti- 
tude. He stated that “two days ago” pro- 
posals had been submitted to both the 
northern and southern authorities in 
China to the effect that Britain is ready 
to (1) apply Chinese Jaw in the consular 
courts in China and recognize the Chinese 
courts as competent without the presence 
of a British official to hear cases in which 
British subjects are plaintiffs; (2) require 

. British subjects to pay the regular Chinese 
taxes including the taxes levied under the 
Chinese tariff law “fas and when such a 
law is promulgated ;” (3) enter into local 
arrangements at each port relative to the 
surrender of the concessions, “while as- 
suring to the British community some 
voice in municipal matters.” Sir Austen 
continued to the effect that these changes 
could be made by unilateral British action. 


Synchronizing with these two moves 





toward better relations, the British have 


continued the movement toward China of - 
larger bodies of troops than have been 
sent at any time since the Boxer days of 
1900, and the American Government has 
moved destroyers to Hawaii to have them 
ready in case of emergency. 


The Minister for Foreign Affairs at 
Peking on January 31, entered a formal 
protest against the sending of additional 
British forces, declaring that the Chinese 
authorities at Shanghai were fully able to 
protect foreigners. The Nationalist For- 
eign Minister at Wuchang on February 1, 
broke off negotiations with the British 
representatives as a protest against the 
dispatching of British troops in such large 
numbers. He declared that an agreement 
with the British had been reached, and 
would be signed when the extra British 
troops were withdrawn from Shanghai. 
To sign while they were there would be 
to sign under duress, he said. 


On February 1, the Peking Government 
summarily dismissed Sir Francis Aglen, 
the Inspector-General of Customs, for his 
refusal to carry out a recent mandate put- 
ting into effect the “Washington Confer- 
ence tariff surtaxes.” One of the British 
secretaries of the Customs Administra- 
tion has been appointed Acting Inspector- 
General. 


A large proportion of the foreigners liv- 
ing in the interior in the Yangtze prov- 
inces have been evacuated, or are now 
on the way to the coast towns. So far 
there has been no serious attack on the 
persons of foreigners; the evacuation is 
being carried out as a precautionary meas- 
ure. 


Secretary Kellogg’s statement goes fur- 
ther than any previous American pro- 
nouncement, but it falls short of meeting 
the present needs. If instead of being ad- 
dressed to the general public, his specific 
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statement that the United States is ready, 
independently, to negotiate with the Chi- 
nese had been embodied in a note to the 
Chinese representative in Washington, with 
the request that the Chinese appoint ne- 
gotiators, the favorable reaction in China 
would have been vastly greater. 

Sir Austen’s statement is more far 
reaching than that of Secretary Kellogg, 
but his remarks on extraterritoriality in- 
clude nothing about doing away with the 
present treaty provisions whereby British 
defendants have the right to be heard only 
in British courts—and this is a more im- 
portant extraterritoriality point, in the 
minds of the Chinese, than the right of the 
British to have officials present when 
— appear in Chinese courts as plain- 
tiffs. 

GROVER CLARK 
Editor, Peking Leader 
A Bourgeois Cabinet 

HE six weeks’ German ministerial 

crisis was ended January 31, when 

President Hindenburg administered the 

oath of office to Chancellor Marx’s fourth 

Cabinet. The new ministry is decidedly 

the most conservative since the establish- 

ment of the Republic. It is composed as 
follows: 

Chancellor and Minister of Occupied Areas— 
Dr. Wilhelm Marx (Centrist). 

Vice Chancellor and Minister of the Interior— 
Dr. Walter von Keudell (Nationalist). 

Foreign Minister—Dr. Gustav Stresemann 
(People’s Party). 

Finance Minister—Herr Koehler (Centrist). 

Minister of Economics—Dr. Julius Curtius 
(People’s Party). 

= of Labor—Dr. Heinrich Brauns (Cen- 
trist). 

Minister of Justice—Dr. Oskar Hergt (Na- 
tionalist). 

Minister of Defense—Dr. Otto Gessler (Inde- 
pendent). Dr. Gessler has resigned from 
the Democratic party. 

Minister of Posts and Telegraphs—Dr. Wal- 
ther Schaetzel (Bavarian People’s Party). 

Minister of Communications—Wilhelm Koch 
(Nationalist). 

Minister of Agriculture and Food—Martin 
Schiele (Nationalist). 

This coalition which unlike any of its 
predecessors is not dependent upon either 
Democratic or Socialist support includes, 
in addition to the Centrist or Catholic 
Party, all of the conservative parties ex- 
cept the extreme reactionary Voelkische. 
It is expected to command a majority 
of about 45 in the Reichstag and thus 
meet President Hindenburg’s desire that 
the period of weak coalitions be ended. 

The chief cause for the long delay in 
resolving the crisis was the insistence of 
the Nationalists that they be given a large 
number of seats and the Centrist’s equally 
firm insistence that the Nationalists be 
not admitted to the Cabinet at all except 
after their acceptance of certain funda- 
mental conditions. These included recog- 
nition of: (1) the Republic; (2) the Lo- 
carno pacts; (3) Germany’s membership 
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in the League; and (4) that the army, the 
Reichswehr, must not be the instrument 
of any party. 

The Socialist and Democrat leaders 
question the good faith of the Nationalists 
in making these concessions and point to 
the continuance of Dr. Gessler as Minister 
of Defense as evidence that intrigues 
against the Republic through partisan 
utilization of the Reichswehr will be con- 
tinued. It is interesting to note that sym- 
pathetic though President Hindenburg 
has been to the inclusion of the National- 
ists he insisted that Walter Graef be with- 
drawn by the Junker faction on the ground 
that he had been notoriously anti-Repub- 
lican. According to the reactionary 
Deutsche Zeitung, the President by this 
action “tears the bonds between him and 
those faithful people who have given him 
their confidence.” 


Mexican Litigation 

HE Mexican news of the week has 

been confused, but there has been one 
important development. Apparently the 
Mexican Government is expediting the 
handling of test cases by the lower courts 
so that the Supreme Court may at the 
earliest possible moment pass on the consti- 
tutionality of the recent oil law. If that 
court declares this legislation to be uncon- 
stitutional as applied to oil lands held be- 
fore the 1917 Constitution went into ef- 
fect, one of the most difficult problems 
between the two governments will have 
been removed. In any event, until the 
Supreme Court has decided one way or 
the other, there seems little prospect that 
the proposal for arbitration or any other 
form of final settlement will make sub- 
stantial progress. 

In the meantime, an official statement 
issued by the Mexican Embassy in Wash- 
ington, January 21, declared that since 
January 1, application had been received 
for confirmatory concessions covering 
94.17 per cent of the total acreage involved 
in the oil law dispute of the year; and that 
the owners of less than 5.83 per cent of 
the acreage had refused to apply for con- 
cessions. This statement would be much 
more enlightening if it indicated what por- 
tion of the volume of present oil produc- 
tion is included in the 94.17 per cent; 
probably the 5.83 per cent, is now produc- 
ing as much if not more. 





A four-column advertisement signed by Imbrie 
& Co., a well-known banking house of New York 
and Chicago, appeared in the New York Times, 
January 29, headed: 

The Cost of Non-Cooperation 
Can American Investors Afford 
Their Country’s Twilight Zone Position 
on the League of Nations? 

Then follows a cogent argument in favor of the 
United States joining the League of Nations. It 
will be worth noting whether this is the beginning 
of a frank advocacy by American commercial in- 
terests of this form of international cooperation. 
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